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Introduction & Overview 
 
Dunes, Harbour Beach is a beachside haven where land meets the ocean and the river to create a 
waterside lifestyle like no other.   
 
Dunes will set a new benchmark in beachside living boasting modern coastal homes seamlessly 
integrated amongst tourism nodes to create a relaxed life by the sea.  
 
!ǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻǿƴŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƴŜΩǎ Residential 
Design Guidelines and Standards.  These guidelines establish housing and landscape character for all 
homeowners to create a sense of place which also respects the environmental significance of DuneΩs 
location. 
 
The Residential Design Guidelines promote:  

¶ Housing that is sympathetic to the beachside location, the existing built environment, and the 
natural environment and attributes of Harbour Beach. 

¶ Landscaping, streetscape, and building design standards encouraging design innovation. 

¶ Housing diversity within a relaxed coastal character to suit a myriad of lifestyle needs.  

¶ Design responses to site specific attributes to enhance your living environment via passive and 
active spaces that promote privacy, outlook, convenience, aesthetics, microclimate management 
and safety. 

¶ A sense of place and community ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƴŜΩǎ environmental and natural attributes.  

¶ Energy efficiency measures achieved through housing design principles. ie. the use of energy 
efficient practices, materials building systems and resources. 

 
These Residential Design Guidelines are a Development Approval conditional requirement of the 
developer for subdivision of the land established from Mackay Regional Council, the Department of 
Environment & Energy, and the Queensland Government.  All landowners at the Dunes are contractually 
bound to comply with the design principles and parameters of these housing design guidelines.   
 

The Guideline lists Design Principles, Permissible Solutions and Recommended Design Outcomes.  
  

Design Principles - identify overall design and site development objectives 

Permissible Solutions ς articulates mandatory housing design requirements  

Recommended Design Outcomes - are advisory in nature and encourages design outcomes to 
enhance lifestyle, amenity and energy / water conservation outcomes.  

 
How to Use these Residential Housing Design Guidelines 

When you purchase an allotment at Dunes a Building Covenant forms part of your contract of sale which 
includes compliance to the Residential Design Guidelines. It is a contractual requirement that that all 
proposed housing designs are submitted for review of the Developer, and similarly must obtain a written 
notification of compliance from the Developer prior to lodging and obtaining any statutory approvals 
and commencing construction of a house on an allotment.  

The Permissible Solutions and Recommended Design Outcomes of this Residential Design Guideline are 
to be read in conjunction with the Dunes - Harbour Beach Setback Plan & Development Requirements 
for Residential Product - Drawings B00214-LD001 - LD002 and B00214-ABEP01 included in Appendix 1. 
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Important General Matters 

 
Turtle Management Plan 

As Harbour Beach is recognised as a low-density sea turtle nesting beach, a Turtle Management Plan has 
been established to ensure site development is sensitively implemented.  Dunes is setback 
approximately 85-100m from Harbour Beach via an environmental reserve buffer which will be 
protected, rehabilitated and maintained as a natural dune corridor.  
 
Turtle protection measures in accordance with design guidelines have been established to maintain and 
respect the environmental significance of Harbour Beach in conjunction with approvals obtained from 
the Department of Environment & Energy, and Mackay Regional Council.  Lighting controls, window 
treatments and other operational issues to minimise light spill over beach areas, are to be adopted.   
 

Groundwater 

Groundwater remains a precious resource requiring careful management.  The use of bores or spear 
pumps within Dunes is prohibited in accordance with conditions of Development Approval established 
by Mackay Regional Council.  
 

Mackay Region Planning Scheme 2017 

This Residential Design Guideline seeks to establish consistent dwelling house building setback and site 
development provisions in accordance with Access & Building Envelope Plans, ά5ǳƴŜǎ - Harbour Beach 
Setback Plan & Development Requirements for Residential Product - Drawings B00214-LD001 - LD002 
and B00214-!.9tлмέΣ and approved by Mackay Regional Council, Decision Notice conditions 91 & 92 of 
DA-2105-8/F. 

Where compliance with the approved Access & Building Envelope Plans cannot be demonstrated, 
assessment in accordance with Mackay Region Planning Scheme 1997 (through Part 5) regulating 
building work in accordance with sections 32 and 33 of the Building Act 1975, may apply where 
permitting the planning scheme to: 

¶ regulate, for the Building Design Guideline of Australia (BCA) or the Queensland Development 
Design Guideline (QDC), matters prescribed under a regulation under the Building Act 1975 
(section 32). These include variations to provisions contained in part MP 1.1, MP 1.2 and MP 
1.3 of the QDC such as heights of buildings related to obstruction and overshadowing, siting 
and design of buildings to provide visual privacy and adequate sight lines, on-site car parking 
and outdoor living spaces. It may also regulate other matters such as designating land liable to 
flooding, designating land as bushfire prone areas and transport noise corridors; 

¶ deal with an aspect of, or matter related or incidental to building work prescribed under a 
regulation under section 32 of the Building Act 1975; 

¶ specify alternative boundary clearances and site cover provisions for Class 1 and 10 structures 
under section 33 of the Building Act 1975. 

 
Amended/Replacement Planning Scheme 

The Mackay Region Planning Scheme 2017 may be subject to amendment or may be replaced, however 
all subsequent versions as they apply to the land shall be adhered to in accordance with the intent of 

this Residential Design Guideline. 
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Sustainable Design 

Development should be sustainable and incorporate measures by which to minimise / mitigate 
environmental impacts.  Appropriate site layout and building design should incorporate best practice 
measures for ecological sustainability, including climatically responsive, energy efficient, water sensitive 
approaches which minimises impacts on non-renewable resources, sensitive land and water resources. 

 

Building Approval 

Once a Residential House Design Assessment Approval is granted from the developers of the Dunes, a 
Development Permit for Building Works (Building Approval) needs to be obtained via a Building Certifier 
prior to the commencement of construction of your home.  Plans stamped by the developer in no way 
constitute a Development or Building Approval, nor imply compliance with statutory requirements. 

 
Amendments 

Amendments to the terms and conditions of these Housing Design Guidelines are at the sole discretion 
of the Developer.  Any amendments will be published as an amendment on the amendments page, and 
you accept that such variation will be effective in relation to you from the date of publication of the 
amendments page. 
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The Housing Design Review Assessment Process 
 

Prior to lodging applications for a Building Approval via your private building certifier, you must first 
submit plans of your proposed home to be assessed and approved by the Developer. The housing design 
assessment submission must include the following as a minimum requirement: 

¶ Site plan (at a scale of 1:200) 
¶ Floor plans (at a scale of 1:100) 
¶ Street elevation to scale or a suitably detailed sketch elevation 
¶ Landscape and siteworks plan 
¶ Preliminary colour and material selection 

 
A design assessment will be undertaken and an approval and/or comments regarding the suitability of 
the proposed house design will be issued to the applicant. When approved the applicant may then 
proceed to detailed design for the proposed home and have the completed house design drawings and 
other documents prepared for building approval by the relevant authority. 
 
The drawings and associated documents noted in the checklist at the end of this document should be 
submitted for approval to designreview@dunesharbourbeach.com.au  
 

 
The Design Review Application Form included in these Design Guidelines must be completed and 
included with the submitted drawings and other supporting and relevant information required by and 
detailed in Appendix 2. 
 
Your plans and building specifications must be submitted to The Developer- Dunes for a Housing Design 
assessment approval before you commence any further approval applications.  The developer will assess 
each application to determine if it complies with both the Design Principles and Permissible Solutions of 
the Residential Housing Design Guidelines , however, the developer may grant either conditional and 
unconditional approvals at its discretion and will consider each application on its individual merit. 
 
If the developer does not grant an approval, the developer will advise the applicant of its reasons for 
refusing the application and wherever possible identify for the applicant amendments which could be 
made to the application to obtain approval.  To avoid potential delay, it is recommended that non-
conforming designs be discussed with the Developer early in the Assessment process. 
   
The developer will not charge a fee for assessing house designs submitted and will endeavour to process 
your plans within ten (10) working days of receiving submissions that include the minimum 
requirements. 
 
 
  

mailto:designreview@dunesharbourbeach.com.au
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Building Time & Lot Maintenance 

 
Implementation 

Permissible Solutions 
Ç In assisting to create a vibrant community, and to ensure protection of the natural amenity, 

purchasers shall commence construction of the dwelling within eighteen (18) months of land 
settlement.  

Ç Once you have commenced constructing your home, construction shall not be left without 
substantial work being carried out for longer than 3 months and in any case the dwelling shall be 
completed within a period of 18 months from the commencement of construction.   

Recommended Outcome  

Ç It is noted that the Environmental Protection Act 1994 requires that development proponents 
avoid carrying out activities that cause, or are likely to cause, environmental harm. This is an 
enforceable legal obligation under the Act with penalties for non-compliance.  During 
construction in particular, it is recommended that appropriate construction and soil erosion and 
sediment control practices remain in place. The developer of Dunes - Harbour Beach, are required 
to notify the Department of Environment and Science, and Mackay Regional Council of any 
infringements against Section 31 (11) of the Environmental Protection (Water and Wetland 
Biodiversity) Policy 2019.   
 

Site Maintenance 

Permissible Solutions 
Ç In assisting to maintain a clean community, purchasers are required to keep allotments clear of 

weeds/rubbish and generally maintained to a reasonable standard prior to construction 
commencing.  

Ç During construction of your dwelling a containment structure for the disposal of all waste 
materials shall be provided and suitably maintained.  In instances where allotments are not 
maintained to a reasonable standard acceptable to the developer and Mackay Regional Council 
works will be undertaken to ameliorate the site at the expense of the landowner. 

Ç In instances where site trees designated to be retained on your allotment pursuant to the ά5ǳƴŜǎ 
- Harbour Beach Setback Plan & Development Requirements for Residential Product - Drawings 
B00214-LD001 - LD002 and B00214-!.9tлмέ are damaged or removed during the construction 
phase of your dwelling these will be replaced at the cost of the land owner. 

Ç Front yard site is installed with a fixed irrigation system coinciding with the completion of your 
dwelling. Landscaping should be maintained in good condition thereafter.  

 
Recommended Outcome 
Ç It is recommended that all site landscaping be installed with a fixed irrigation system coinciding 

with the completion of your dwelling. Landscaping should be maintained in good condition 
thereafter.  
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Site Design & Development 

 
IŀǊōƻǳǊ .ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀŎƪŀȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
objectives should be accommodated through the site design and development of individual allotments 
within Dunes: 
 
Ç To address and respect the environmental significance of adjacent reserved parts of Harbour 

Beach; and 
Ç To ensure residential development is integrated with the characteristic vegetation, landform and 

weather conditions. 
 
Each allotment at Dunes has features that should be considered when determining the design and 
position of each dwelling. Particular attention should be given to position and orientation to ensure that 
each dwelling obtains the best possible advantage of prevailing breezes and minimises the effects of the 
North Queensland weather.  Before choosing or designing a home, it is important to consider how the 
features of the allotment might influence the location and layout of its design in order to improve the 
lifestyle for you and your family, as well as improving the overall amenity of the neighbourhood.  
 
Factors to consider include:  

¶ Site Development 

¶ Building Envelopes and Setbacks 

¶ Build to Boundary Allotments 

¶ Building Heights 

¶ Design & Orientation 

¶ Site Coverage 

¶ Garage/Carport Location, Design and Site Access 

 

Site Development 

Design Principle 
Buildings have the appearance and bulk of a single detached house with ancillary outbuildings. 
 
Permissible Solution 

Ç Allotments may accommodate one main dwelling unit and one subordinate dwelling unit only 
(i.e. granny flat/retreat) 

Ç Any subordinate dwelling unit is no larger than 60 square meters in gross floor area and not 
further than 10 meters from the main dwelling unit. 

 

Building Envelopes & Setbacks 

Design Principle  
The setback of buildings is an important factor in achieving desired residential character.  Access and 
Building Envelope Plans have been developed for each allotment having regard to visual and landscape 
character of Dunes and recognises relationships between buildings, open space, solar access and 
breezes.  They are also designed to ensure retention of street trees, avoidance of conflict with services, 
and achieve formalisation of setbacks from property boundaries and separation between dwellings.    

Permissible Solution 
Ç Siting of dwellings and associated buildings (including garages, carports, patios, pools and garden 

sheds) must comply with the requirements of the relevant ά5ǳƴŜǎ - Harbour Beach Setback Plan 
& Development Requirements for Residential Product - Drawings B00214-LD001 - LD002 and 
B00214-!.9tлмέ prepared for the site.  
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Ç The setbacks nominated are adopted as a minimum setback to the outermost projection for single 
storey dwellings.  Where in accordance with the Queensland Development Code an increased 
setback would typically apply due to the height of the dwelling / structure the increased setback 
must prevail. 

Recommended Outcome 
Ç While the Access and Building Envelope Plans specify the minimum setbacks, dwellings should 

adopt a variety of setbacks to create visual interest.  

 

Build to Boundary Allotments 

As it is possible to build to the boundary line of nominated allotments, generally identified as Villa and 
Courtyard allotment types, it is important to consider your building design.  
 
Design Principle 
Build to boundary allotments achieve a high level of residential amenity through full adoption of 
applicable permissible design solutions.  

Permissible Solution  
Ç Houses are constructed to a pre-nominated side boundary in accordance with the applicable 

Access and Building Envelope Plan prepared for the allotment included in Appendix 1.  
Ç The maximum length of build to boundary wall shall not exceed 60% of the total boundary 

length, with a maximum single wall section length not exceeding 9 metres.  
Ç All build to boundary wall sections shall be to non-habitable rooms only. Habitable rooms as 

defined by the QDC shall otherwise adopt a minimum setback compliant with section A2 of 
MP1.1 and MP1.2 of the QDC. 

Ç The maximum height of build-to-boundary wall is 3.5m above natural ground level.  Two (2) 
storey structures proposed on villa and courtyard allotments shall otherwise comply with 
building setbacks provided by the QDC. 

Ç A build to boundary setback of 200mm should be typically adopted which shall allow for the 
provision of fixed guttering to the dwelling fascia which shall be connected to a piped 
underground stormwater drainage system to the street frontage.  

Ç Boundary fencing will not be permitted adjacent to a build to boundary wall. The fence should 
be returned to that section of the wall, which abuts the boundary.  

Ç Parapet walls will not be permitted on a build to boundary setback.  
Ç Services including but not limited to air-conditioning units, fixed clothes lines, hot water 

systems, gas cylinders and fuel storage systems where fixed to a wall less than 1.5m to the 
common boundary are not permitted.  In general, unless noise attenuated, these services are 
not recommended on the build to boundary setback for the purposes of serviceability, access 
and noise amenity of the adjoining premises.  

  

Build to boundary setbacks adopted 
for Villa and Courtyard lots shall allow 
for the provision of fixed guttering to 
the dwelling fascia as shown by the 
build to boundary elevation 
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Recommended Outcome 
To provide opportunity for increased air circulation on build to boundary allotments dwellings should 
provide:  

Ç a minimum 3 x 3 metre courtyard to the build to boundary setback; or  
Ç a courtyard of minimum area of 10m2 and minimum depth of 1.5 metres to the outermost 

projection.  

 

Building Heights 

Design Principle  
The height of dwellings and structures should not cause significant loss of amenity to adjacent properties. 
 
Permissible Solution 
Dwellings, including any feature or building component shall be no more than two storeys, or exceed 
overall height of 8.5 metres above natural ground. 

 

Design & Orientation 

Design Principle 
Dwellings should be positioned and orientated to maximise the benefits of eaŎƘ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘΦ  
The location of a dwelling shall consider adjoining properties (or future properties), services and 
easement locations. 
 
Permissible Solution 
Ç Dwellings are designed to minimise unfavourable solar exposure and to maximise ventilation 

through favourable access to north-easterly summer prevailing breezes. 
Ç Dwellings are designed to address exposure from easterly and southerly winds. 
Ç Where the building form or allotments do not facilitate optimum orientation, passive means of 

protection in the form of overhangs, screens and landscaping should be employed. 
Ç Floor plans and openings for habitable spaces, indoor and outdoor living, and bedrooms ensure 

they are orientated towards prevailing breezes from the north-east through to the south-east. 
Ç Dwellings must be designed to have either a living room, dining room or bedroom window or 

balcony overlooking the street. 
Ç Dwellings on allotments adjoining open space must ensure high-quality presentation and 

incorporate design features to enable casual security surveillance to those areas.  
 

 
Orientation and location of openings should maximise ventilation 

 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Locate at least one living area of the dwelling in a north-east facing position.  Strategically placing 

doors, windows, louvres and living spaces to the North or East will help take advantage of 
prevailing afternoon summer breezes. 

  



  

Dunes ς Harbour Beach Residential Design Guidelines  
Stage 1C ς October 2021 

12 

 
Ç Additional measures to consider assisting to cool dwellings include: 

o raised ceilings  
o larger shaded windows 
o floor to ceiling louvres 
o insulation and ventilation of roof cavity 
o half height walls and feature cut-outs to help internal airflow 
o verandahs and covered outdoor entertainment areas 
o effective use of shade e.g. wider eaves and strategically placed trees and plants 

 
 

 
Fixed window shading devices can also add visual interest to the building. 

 

Site Coverage 

Design Principle 
Dwelling design should adopt a building form which does not unduly dominate the landform and 
otherwise establishes functional indoor-outdoor spaces and landscaping that do not detract from the 
character of development on land in the general vicinity of the allotment.  
 
Permissible Solution 
Ç Site coverage and site development is in accordance with the applicable Access and Building 

Envelope Plan prepared for the allotment included in Appendix 1. 
NOTE.  Site coverage is the ground floor level area of a building (including the dwelling, garage and carport, but excluding 
unroofed pergolas) expressed as a percentage of the total site area.  

Ç The minimum area and dimension of private open space is provided in accordance with the 
applicable Access and Building Envelope Plan prepared for the allotment included in Appendix 1, 
where one part of this space is directly accessible from an internal living area. 

 
Recommended Outcomes  
Ç Over-development of a site is to be avoided.  Site development should maintain enough private 

open space for on-site outdoor living spaces, entertaining and enjoyment of the property, whilst 
maintaining functional landscaping, clothes drying areas and space for air circulation. 

 
Garage/Carport Location, Design and Site Access 

Design Principle 
Access and Building Envelope Plans prepared for Dunes nominate driveway location/s for each allotment. 
Design should demonstrate that the garage does not remain dominant and a high standard of street 
appeal will be maintained through the integration of significant design treatments.   
 
Permissible Solution 
Ç Driveway Access is in accordance with the applicable Access and Building Envelope Plan prepared 

for the allotment included in Appendix 1.  
Ç Site access must maintain clearance from storm water pits, light poles, Telstra and Ergon service 

points, street trees and any other utilities which are located to the site frontage. 
Ç Site access must strictly not be taken directly from Dunes Boulevard for those residential 

allotments immediately adjacent to that road reserve. 
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Villa and Courtyard Allotments 
Ç Garages and carports on Villa and Courtyard allotments shall be set back a minimum of 1.5 

metres behind the main building line and should incorporate integrated design elements such 
as patios, porches or other structures which provide articulation in the building as it presents 
to the street.  

 
Economy Traditional and Traditional Allotments 
Ç Garages and carports on Economy Traditional, and Traditional allotments shall set back a 

minimum of 500mm behind the main building line and should incorporate integrated design 
elements such as patios, porches or other structures which provide articulation in the building 
as it presents to the street.  

 
Recommended Outcomes  

Ç Design treatments to reduce garage dominance shall address built form, landscape provision 
and colour schemes.  Colour & materials selections in conjunction with landscape plan must be 
provided with all building plans submitted for building design review. 
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Dwelling Design & Building Form 
 
It is desired that houses at Dunes - Harbour Beach embrace a high-quality fresh style of contemporary 
coastal tropical architecture that responds to the Mackay climate and embraces the importance of its 
relationship to Harbour Beach. Quality house design, building materials and finishes are promoted to 
create an attractive neighbourhood streetscape and to preserve the landscape and environmental 
character of Harbour Beach.  
 
Contemporary coastal tropical architecture should remain visually dominant and appear to carry through 
the design by: 

¶ Ensuring articulated built forms and adoption of lightweight materials 

¶ Ensuring contemporary design responsive to the locale and prevailing climatic conditions 

¶ Ensuring appropriate colour selection and treatment of external surfaces 
  

Factors to consider include:  

¶ Streetscape & Coastal Character 

¶ Primary Frontage & Entrances 

¶ Roof Form 

¶ Storage 

¶ Vehicle Accommodation 

¶ Driveways 

¶ Privacy 

¶ Building Services & Ancillary Items 

¶ Energy Management ς Climatic Design 

 

Streetscape & Coastal Character  

Design Principle  
It is important to consider the visual impact your home will have on the overall streetscape and adjacent 
reserve parts of Harbour Beach at Dunes.  When planning your home consider ways in which the form 
and materials of your home will enhance the street appeal of the property and neighbourhood to 
establish a fresh coastal theme. 
 
Permissible Solution 
Ç Each house is considered individually with respect to site and layout requirements.  
Ç Appropriate dwelling design incorporates: 

o Definition of entry e.g. Entry porticos or entry pavilions within the building envelope 
o Articulation of building massing, walls and roofline into smaller components. 
o Articulation and variance of materials & colours and use of combinations of construction 

techniques suited to the coastal aspect of the site. 
o Building massing and voids are to be used to draw attention away from the garage. 
o Wide eaves and shading of openings, covered balconies, verandas and other external living 

areas for sun and rain protection 
o Manipulation of the form/scale of the building to consider any slope of the site e.g. 

Stepping of the building form, use of varied materials to reduce the bulk of a building. 
o Landscaping ς hard and soft eg. Fencing and plants that is complimentary to both the 

building design and the coastal locality 

 

Primary Frontage & Entrances 

Design Principle  
It is intended that the primary frontage of houses be interesting and attractive, with varied setbacks from 
front and side boundaries at the upper and lower levels. Protruding or recessed balconies and porches, 
the position and size of windows and the use of shutters / screening devices should all be considered to 
add to the visual interest and appeal of the dwellings. Integrated feature fencing and landscape 
treatments are also considered key elements of the appearance of the street frontage.  
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Permissible Solutions 
Ç Front elevations adopt an articulated and stepped main building form (including varied building 

setbacks at each level).   
Note. Decks/porticos/patios are considered a form of articulation as is setting the garage into the allotment relative to 
the building form over and adjacent. 

Ç The primary frontage incorporates elements that provide interest to the façade ie:  
o recessed or projecting balconies, porches or patios  
o broken rooflines, extended eaves / overhangs  
o pergolas or canopies  
o well-proportioned and balanced window settings  
o timber shutters and sunshades where appropriate  
o fenestration including timber feature panels, louvres and trims  

 

 
Ç In instances of corner allotments, the secondary frontage similarly establishes an interesting 

façade utilising varied roof form and is designed with aspect to the street via integrated fencing 
design and landscaping. 

 

 
Recommended Outcomes  
Ç Strong entry statements such as porticos with a minimum area of 4m2 and minimum depth of 

1.5m, that express the entry point are encouraged. 

 

Roof Form 

Design Principle  
Dwellings should have attractive roof designs to create visual interest while also addressing the 
functional aspects of shading and water collection.  Roof forms will be evaluated on their architectural 
merit but should be of a consistent scale, form and material construction that is reflective and 
complementary of contemporary northern Australian coastal architecture.   
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Roof forms must adopt articulated shapes to reduce building bulk.  Hips, gables, and other more 

contemporary forms of skillion roofs, 'butterfly' forms or curved roofs are acceptable forms. Large 
single unbroken roof forms are not acceptable.    
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Ç Pitched gable/hip roofs must have a minimum pitch of 24º for the main roof.  A roof pitch of 22.5º 

will be considered and assessed on architectural merit on secondary roof elements or where the 
allotment is 18 metres or wider. 

Ç Skillion roofs should have a minimum pitch of 5º and consist of a minimum of two roof planes. 
Ç Roof eaves are a minimum of 600mm (excluding gutters).  The maximum length of under eave 

extensions to the dwelling is 4m.  
 

 
Recommended Outcomes  

Ç Generous roof overhangs to external walls are recommended to improve opportunity for shading 
and cooling of the building mass ς a minimum of 900mm-1200mm is encouraged. 

Ç Gable ends adopt an overhang of 300mm to enhance shading & ventilation 
Ç Design roof forms to incorporate a northern facing area, of a size and pitch suitable for the 

location of slimline solar PV panels and where possible not visible from the primary frontage. 
Ç Solar PV systems must be integrated into the structure or roof plane to limit their appearance to 

neighbours (and limited to street frontages).  Details of the type and location of any proposed 
solar systems must be submitted with or indicated on documents submitted for Design Review. 

 

Storage 

Design Principle 
Adequate and versatile storage areas provided both for internal and external purposes are included as 
part of the layout of the building. 
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Screened under-croft areas incorporated into the building form for external storage purposes is 

preferred. 
 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç It is recommended a storage room should be provided that has a minimum area of 6m2, a 

minimum internal dimension of 1.5m, and a height of not less than 2.1m, and accessible from 
garage/carport or under-croft areas. 
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Vehicle Accommodation  

Design Principle 
Dwellings should be provided with sufficient and convenient on-site car parking for residents enabling 
creation of a safe street environment. Garaging and parking areas must be designed to reduce their 
visual dominance and not detract from the attractiveness of the streetscape.  
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Garages / Carports adhere to the requirements of the Access & Building Envelope plans 

established for the allotment, and relevant provisions of this Residential Design Guideline. 
Ç Garages / Carports are setback from the main building elevation and designed to reduce visual 

dominance using building articulation, and two storey elements (where appropriate).  Detached 
carports and sheds shall not be constructed forward of the main building line.   

Ç Garages / Carport structures have a maximum aggregate width (openings and walls) of 6.0m 
(maximum opening 5.4m), or 50% of the total width of the dwelling, whichever is the lesser. 

Ç Provision is made for a minimum of two (2) off street car parks, one (1) of which shall be an 
enclosed lock up car parking space.  

Ç Garage doors must be a single panel style and should be designed to complement the character 
of the dwelling. 

Ç Garages and carports should be under the main roof, however, consideration may be given to 
well-designed freestanding structures where otherwise compliant with the remaining provisions 
of this Residential Design Guideline. 

Ç Open carports must have screening when viewed from the street which may be provided by way 
of fencing or adequate landscaping. 

 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç On-site parking space is provided for the storage of boats, caravans, trailers or similar, with this 

area concealed from the street and adjoining allotments or open space. 

 

Driveways 

Permissible Solutions 
Ç Only one driveway is permitted per allotment, with a maximum width at the front property 

boundary of 5.0 metres for a double garage / carport, and a maximum width of 3.0 metres for a 
single garage / carport.   

Ç Where a footpath is installed to the property frontage, the footpath shall not be removed as part 
of the driveway construction.  

Ç Driveways and parking areas shall be constructed of attractive and durable materials which may 
(subject to covenant endorsement) include high quality:  

o clay or concrete pavers 
o coloured pattern paved concrete  
o exposed aggregate finishes 

Plain concrete will not be permitted 
 
Recommended Outcomes  
Ç The driveway should be constructed between the garage / carport and the kerb line of the 

roadway, and a minimum 750mm away from the side property boundary to facilitate a 
landscaping strip.  Works permission for driveway construction including kerb and channel 
crossover must be sought from Mackay Regional Council.  

Ç It is the responsibility of the owner/builder to rectify any damages to the kerb & channel, and 
footpath caused during the construction of the driveway 

Ç A secondary driveway may be permitted on corner allotments where a specific need can be 
demonstrated, and subject to Mackay Regional Council approval.  Any second driveway shall be 
a maximum width at the front property boundary to the secondary frontage of 4 meters. 

Ç Materials/finishes and colour themes used in the construction of the driveway should 
complement those used in the home and otherwise prescribed in the Building Finishes of this 
Residential Design Guideline. 
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Privacy 

Design Principle 
As two (2) storey homes may be constructed it is important that homes are designed with the privacy of 
adjoining properties in mind. Direct overlooking from upper level windows and balconies to the private 
open space and internal living areas of adjacent dwellings should be minimised through good design.  
Otherwise adoption of measures from vantage points that have a direct outlook to neighbouring private 
open spaces, bedroom or living room windows to address loss of privacy is required.  
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Building layout, location and design of openings and external living areas and screening design 

and landscaping are to be employed in reducing overlooking between adjacent residences. 
Ç Protect the privacy of adjacent residents from overlooking where second storey dwelling 

components are located within 6 metres of the adjoining property boundary using appropriate 
design measures including but not limited to:  

o Articulating the building to create a screening effect  
o Use of fixed or operable screens (of materials and colours complementary to the building) 
o Utilising a windowsill height of 1.5 metres above floor level.  

Note.  Where this technique is used consideration should be given to increasing the width of the window to 
improve the amenity of the room, depending on the orientation of the window and the need for shading devices.  

 

 
 

Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Adjustable/Operable/Retractable screens are encouraged to external living areas for visual and 

acoustic screening.  
Ç Use of soft landscaping, such as screening vegetation 
Ç Screening solutions of obscure glazing/high sills is least preferred 
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Building Services and Ancillary Structures 

Design Principle 
To assist with residential amenity the design, appearance, location and materials of ancillary external 
items and building services should be discrete and unobtrusive. Services and appurtenances such as air-
conditioners, pumps and other motors, antennae, satellite dishes, plumbing, hot water service tanks and 
other equipment should be incorporated into the building design in locations to prevent nuisance to 
adjacent properties and where possible to avoid being visible from public view.   
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Gazebos or other similar structures associated with outdoor or pool areas are generally permitted 

where compliant with Local Authority restrictions, however, they must reflect the architecture of 
the associated dwelling, and be finished in compatible materials and colours. 

Ç Pool filtration plant and equipment must be in such a position as to not be visible from the street 
and public spaces or impose any audible operation noise on neighbouring properties. 

Ç All waste and water supply plumbing (other than roof downpipes) must be concealed within the 
dwelling fabric so as not to be visible to the exterior of the dwelling. 

Ç Solar PV systems must be integrated into the structure or roof plane to limit their appearance to 
neighbours (and limited to street frontages).  Details of the type and location of any proposed 
solar systems must be submitted with or indicated on documents submitted for Design Review. 

Ç External antennae are unobtrusive and extend no more than 2.0m above the roof line. Satellite 
dishes or similar devices must not be visible from the street. 

Ç Air-conditioning units and heat-pump systems (condensers and fan units) are in unobtrusive areas 
that consider the acoustic and visual impact of their location and shall not be a nuisance to 
adjoining allotments nor be readily apparent. Box air-conditioning units (window or wall 
mounted) are not permitted. 

Ç Clothes drying areas should be located within the side or rear yards of the dwelling and not be 
directly visible from the street. 

Ç No wheelie bin storage or other rubbish storage may be visible from the street. 
 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Letterboxes should be constructed of similar materials to that of the dwelling and located 

adjacent the driveway. 
Ç Air-conditioning plant, clothes lines, hot water systems, gas bottle systems etc may be screened 

from view with screening that is part of and complementary to the building form, materials and 
colours. 

 

Secondary Structures 

Design Principle 

Secondary structures are separate structures such as garden sheds, workshops, aviaries and other similar 
buildings located in rear and side garden areas. Where storage cannot be achieved as part of the dwelling 
structure, external storage where maintaining site and visual amenity may be considered on a case by 
case basisΦ  Lƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƘould be discrete and unobtrusive. 
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç A separate lawn locker or small storage shed (3x3m maximum) where adopting a non-reflective 

colour scheme consistent with the dwelling is accepted.  Sheds larger than 3x3m are not 
encouraged. 

Ç All structures must not be forward of the building line or visible from the street / public areas (in 
particular to lots 64-72, structures shall not be visible from either street frontage (including Dunes 
Boulevard)).  

 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Larger structures will be considered on a case by case basis where addressing the following 

guidelines: 
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o The maximum dimensions and heights of secondary structures where not situated 
forward of the main building line and demonstrated to be not visible from the street 
or public should not exceed:  

 

Dimensions for Secondary Structures  

Size of Allotment Maximum 
Dimensions 

Maximum Wall 
Height 

Maximum Ridge 
Height 

> 650m2 8m x 6m 2.4m 2.7m 

500m2 - 650m2 6m x 4m 2.4m 2.7m 

400m2 - 500m2 5m x 3m 2.4m 2.7m 

< 400m2 3m x 3m 2.4m 2.7m 

 
o Secondary structures should: 

Á not overshadow or block light from the windows of an adjoining dwelling 
Á have no solid wall located closer than 0.6 metres to a property boundary 
Á sheds less than 15m2 will be considered in Colorbond coloured steel matching 

the roofing colour and colour selections of the associated dwelling 
Á sheds greater than 16m2 will be considered where constructed in the same 

materials and with the same colour scheme as the associated dwelling 

 

Energy Management ς Climatic Design 

Design Principle 
Buildings are designed to optimise access to natural ventilation and lighting and prevent unfavourable 
solar heat gains. 
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç 5ǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

aspect to meet the Design & Orientation principles and permissible solutions of these Residential 
Design Guidelines.   

 
Increase natural ventilation and shade through spatial layout and generous overhangs. 

 
Ç Windows, glazed doors etc are to be shaded or screened to provide effective passive solar control 

and reduce glare/reflectivity from glass surfaces ς shading is to be effective for the full year and 
to cover a minimum of 70% of glazing at all times. 

Ç Materials 
o Light non-reflective colours are utilised for surfaces exposed to direct sunlight to reduce 

solar heat gain (care must be taken in selection to avoid reflective materials) 
o Materials with lower embodied energy (energy used in extraction, production and 

manufacture of materials) and recycled content/able to be recycled or reused are 
encouraged. 

 
Recommended Outcomes 

Ç Large areas of unshaded glazing are discouraged to minimise direct solar heat gain. 
Ç Insulation is employed to assist in controlling (reducing) heat gain within internal spaces.   
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Building Finishes 
 
Housing and associated structures at Dunes should use a diversity of quality finishes, materials and 
colours to create an attractive neighbourhood character with a contemporary coastal style, integrated 
with the tropical coastal setting of Harbour Beach. 
 

Roofing 

Design Principle  
The appearance and materials used for roofing should complement the style of the dwelling ideally of a 
coastal character and should generally be of a non-reflective finish. 
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç Roof materials are limited to colorbond steel sheeting or slimline concrete or slate roof tiles. 
Ç Rainwater gutters, downpipes and flashings etc are to complement the building design and match 

roof materials and finishes. 
Ç Silvers, metallic colours and plain zinc aluminium & galvanised finish roofing materials (ie. 

Colorbond Trimdeck) are not permitted. 
 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Other materials may be considered on their merits i.e. durability, reflectivity, visual effect relative 

to adjoining allotments and relevance to design. 

 
External Building Materials 

Design Principle  
Construction materials and finishes should be appropriate to climate and locality, be of a high standard 
matching the coastal character of the Harbour Beach setting and quality of Dunes. 
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç [ƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŎƻŀǎǘŀƭΩ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŜǊƛǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ weatherboard and similar 

associated lightweight external cladding finishes should be integrated into the dwelling. 
Ç Exterior walls shall be constructed / finished with a combination of at least two (2) materials 

utilised to enhance visual interest and promote a broken façade. Use of materials shall also be 
effective in reducing the dominance of the garage through the integration of articulated design 
elements such as porches and entry statements. 

Ç A maximum of 70% of any one material for cladding or finishing is allowable to ensure wall scale, 
texture and finished form are modified to provide variation in scale and appearance. 

 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç A variety of materials and finishes should be employed to modify building scale, articulate facades 

and create attractive and contemporary coastal homes of individual character.   
Ç Materials and design elements that are encouraged include: 

o Weatherboard and external cladding finishes 
o Texture coated fibre-cement cladding 
o Colorbond coated corrugated metal sheeting 
o Expressed joint painted/stained panel cladding 
o Timber and powder coated aluminium feature panels such as: 

o window shutters and shades 
o window frames and louvres 

o Feature tile, stonework or decorative hebel banding and corbelling to blockwork 
o patios, courtyards or porches. 

Ç 100% use of one material is not supported unless the scale, texture or form of the wall finishes 
are modified to provide variation in scale and appearance. 

Ç Zincalume and other such highly reflective materials are not supported. 
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Colours 

Design Principle  
Building colours enable each dwelling to complement or merge with the natural environment, 
minimising the visual impact on the site from the surrounding areas. Colours to be employed are to be 
natural colours reflective of the indigenous vegetation and geography that compliment site conditions 
to help blend the building form with the site and Harbour Beach.   
 
Permissible Solutions 
Ç A variety of colours are employed to assist in providing articulation to building form and modifying 

the building scale.  
Ç Colours to be employed are typically a neutral palette reflective of a fresh tropical coastal theme 

- white and soft greys ς with introduction of colour through use of local landscape, sand, stone 
and timber elements which can be utilised to help blend building forms with the site. 

Ç Elements of black/darker shades may be used to achieve tonal variation. 
Ç Primary/Bright colours (red, blue and yellow), and some saturated secondary colours (oranges, 

purples) are to be avoided unless it can be demonstrated these accent building form and discreet 
features e.g. Entry walls, landscape elements, structural elements, trims and the like. 

Ç A colour scheme shall be submitted for approval to Eastpoint Mackay Pty Ltd prior to the 
commencement of the dwelling construction. 

 
Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Combinations of colours are encouraged, and external colour schemes must incorporate at least 

two (2) colours.     
  



  

Dunes ς Harbour Beach Residential Design Guidelines  
Stage 1C ς October 2021 

23 

Landscaping & Environmental Protection 
 
IŀǊōƻǳǊ .ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀŎƪŀȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  5ǳƴŜǎ will be 
developed sensitively to adjoining environmental values and visible character of Harbour Beach. 
 
The provisions of this Residential Design Guideline should be considered in conjunction with the 
Environmental Management Plan (including Vegetation Management Plan and Turtle Management Plan) 
and the Access & Building Envelope Plans established under federal, state and local government approval 
arrangements developed for the site. 

 
Landscaping 

Design Principle  
Landscaping is integrated to achieve an attractive, green and leafy neighbourhood, and assists in 
integrating the built form into the beachside locality.   

Permissible Solution 
Ç Plants selected should draw upon indigenous species and other non-local species that are suited 

to the local climate and sandy coastal environment to minimise the need for watering and 
maximise the chances of survival. The attached species list included in the Appendix 3 identifies 
suitable species for planting adopted as part of Dunes and approved by the local government 
authority. 

Ç Landscaping selected should provide shade to the home and its outdoor living areas to create a 
more pleasant living environment and to reduce the need for mechanical cooling. 

 

 
 

Design landscaping to include tall, spreading shade trees that  
filter sunlight and allow cooling breezes to enter the dwelling. 

 
Ç Install mulched garden beds to the dwelling frontage (between the building line and the front 

boundary) comprising a minimum area of 20m2 for a Traditional allotment, 15m2 for an Economy 
Traditional allotment and 10m2 for a Courtyard or Villa allotment using a variety of plants of 
different sizes and types, including trees, shrubs and ground covers to create an attractive setting 
for the home.  Turf to be installed to the remainder of the front garden area. 

Ç Landscape front yards, particularly corner allotments, to maintain a clear sight distance for 
vehicles and pedestrians and to avoid conflict with services and utilities including water mains, 
stormwater and sewers.  

Ç Landscape side courtyards and rear gardens using a mix of plants including larger trees to provide 
shade. 

Ç Landscaping shall be installed with a fixed irrigation system to the property frontage upon 
completion of your dwelling 
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Recommended Outcomes 
Ç To enhance the appearance of the property, owners are encouraged to establish and maintain 

the turf and any landscaping located on the footpath of the property in addition to the turfing 
established for the purposes of soil erosion and sediment control placed by the developer.  

Ç A fixed drip irrigation system should be installed to minimize water use and reduce wastage from 
spray mechanisms. 

 

Fencing 
Fencing marks the division between public and private areas, providing sense of ownership of property 
while maintaining ability to maintain visual appeal to the front of the home, and screening and privacy 
to side and rear yards. 
 

Street Boundary Fencing and Gates 

Design Principle 
Where front fencing is proposed it should be kept relatively low and open to maintain passive 
surveillance over front gardens and to the front of the dwelling. Landscaping (eg. garden beds and 
hedges) should be used in conjunction with the front fence.  
 
Permissible Solution 

Ç Fence height must not exceed 1.2m and shall be constructed of materials and be in colours 
sympathetic to those of the associated dwelling  

Ç The fence must incorporate a minimum transparency ratio of 50% ie. Open fencing such as 
powder coated steel or timber picket fencing, and open weldmesh (transparent metal gates 
may constitute part of the 50% transparency) 

Ç 50% of the fence must be set back 600mm from the front boundary and incorporate 
appropriate landscaping ie. vines, creepers and small hedges. 

 
Recommended Outcomes 

Ç Hedges and other forms of 'soft' landscaped edges are encouraged as an alternative to 
structural fencing. 

Open fencing ς metal rails or timber pickets. 
 

 

Pier and plinth masonry fences with infill options including lattice railings and hedges. 
 

Side & Rear Boundary Fencing 

Design Principle 
Fencing to side and rear boundaries must be functional to screen services and establish private open 
space whilst remaining of a consistent type to other fencing established on site and compatible with the 
dwelling.  
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Permissible Solution 
Ç Fencing must be 1.8m in height and may be constructed of; painted rendered concrete block 

OR stained / treated timber fencing  
Ç Metal fencing will not be allowed to street frontages or forward of the building line. 
Ç Where a zero-lot line boundary is utilised, fencing is not permitted to be constructed along the 

boundary adjacent to this length of external wall. 
 

Recommended Outcomes 
Ç Discuss your proposed fencing with the adjoining owner prior to construction and refer to 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ Ψ5ƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ CŜƴŎŜǎέ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀnd guidelines before construction. 

 

Fences on Corner Sites 

Design Principle 
Fencing consideration includes fencing along secondary frontages between the front boundary and the 
building line. Where a side boundary is a corner allotment special attention should be given to ensure 
that the fencing presents an attractive appearance to the street.  
 
Permissible Solution 

Ç On a corner allotment front fencing should extend along the secondary frontage to a point at 
least 2 metres behind the primary frontage building line; and should be coordinated with any 
front fencing if provided. 

Ç Fencing of the balance of the secondary frontage on corner allotments may otherwise have a 
maximum height of 1.8 metres but must incorporate feature details / panels, presented to the 
street frontage. Such fencing must comply with statutory requirements for sight visibility. 

  
Front fencing should extend around the corner and behind the building line, with attractive high fencing 

to the secondary frontage to provide privacy to the private open space 
 

Recommended Outcomes 
Ç An articulated fenceline including stepping in and out, change of materials or orientation and 

introduction of landscape treatments can be effective. 
Ç It is recommended that feature details / panels shall include but not be limited to a minimum 

of timber picket fencing with one (1) of the following: 
o mini orb 
o face brickwork 
o painted and / or rendered masonry or masonry look  
o powder coated steel / aluminium  
o hedges and other forms of soft landscaped edges.   

  


























